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                                                       Name: _________________________                                                                                            
 

                                                       Class: __________Date: ___________ 
 

 
Almost Gave Up, But Didn’t! 

An activity of “This overseas Singaporean gets his thrills on snowy hills”.  
 

Read “This overseas Singaporean gets his thrills on snowy hills (page 26, What’s Up April 
2026). The article is about Faiz Basha, a Singaporean skier who kept chasing his dream 
despite many challenges.  
 
1. In pairs, fill in the following table to describe the setbacks Faiz Basha faced and how he 

persevered despite them. 
 

Setbacks Faiz Basha faced How he persevered 

a  
 
 

 

b  
 
 

 

c  
 
 

 

 

2. Faiz took part in a risky, difficult sport. What fears do you think he may have felt? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. What lesson can we learn from Faiz’s journey? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. After reading the article, what would you tell someone when life gets difficult? 
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5. Was there a time you almost gave up, but did not? For example, when learning a skill, 
finishing something difficult, trying something new, dealing with a failure, etc. Fill in 
the graphic organiser below to describe your experience in point form..  
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6. Write it out in a short personal recount. 
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7. Exchange your personal recount with your partner. Then, fill in this Peer Review sheet 
as feedback for your partner. 

 

My Response to Your Writing 
 
My favourite part of your recount is _________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
because _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I liked how you described _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
because _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I liked how you showed your feelings when _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This made your writing feel ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
One part that felt very real or honest was ____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
because _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
One thing that can be improved is ____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The lesson or message I learnt from your recount is ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Overall, I enjoyed your personal recount because __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
8.  Read your partner’s review of your writing. Guided by the feedback, finalise your 

personal recount.  
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