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We Know the Way!

An activity of “Moana movies show the wonders of Polynesian culture”.

Read the article, “Moana movies show the wonders of Polynesian culture” (page 16-17, What’s Up
January 2025). It mentions the ancient Polynesian art of navigation called wayfinding. Work in
pairs to experience a little wayfinding for yourself.

1a) Watch the following video to find out more about how the Polynesians navigated the Pacific
Ocean.

How did Polynesian wayfinders navigate the Pacific Ocean?
» https://youtu.be/m8bDCaPhOek?feature=shared
Alan Tamayose & Shantell De Silva (TED-Ed, 17 Oct 2017)

1b) Based on the video, match the following:
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https://youtu.be/m8bDCaPhOek?feature=shared

2a) Take a look at these Polynesian symbols and their possible meanings:
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37. Ypoxah (niacymox) 38. 3ybmu (cnpoba) 206
Teeth (attempt) in total

31. UenTp csity 32. KsiTka xurTR 33. OGepir 34. Xypoba 35. Byxo (yvu) 36. Oropoxa (Gesnexa)

Center of the world Flower of lite Protector Cattie Ear (hearing) Fence (security) Harvest (summary)

From: i.pinimg.com

2b) Design an imaginary island map that includes navigation symbols to help voyagers find the
island. Include artistic details like landmarks, huts, trees, animal habitats, and ocean patterns

using the symbols above.

WAYFIRNDER’S MAP

)

2c) Test your map by asking another pair of students whether they can make sense of it for
wayfinding. Do the same for their map. Use the feedback to improve your map.

2d) As a whole class, reflect on what it was like to pretend to be a map creator for wayfinders.
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