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Oh! To Break This Vicious Cycle 

An activity of “Growing a Great Green Wall in Africa” 
 

Stories like “Growing a Great Green Wall in Africa” (page 06, What’s Up June 2021) show us that 
countries working together can make a big difference to climate change. Read it carefully.   
 
1. The diagram below shows the vicious cycle of desertification. Work in small groups. Based on 

the information in the article and your own understanding, complete the diagram. Fill in the 
gaps using the alphabet for the appropriate helping word, given in the table below.   

 
2.  Mark each arc below with an arrowhead (e.g.  → or  ) to indicate the direction of the cycle. 
  

(a) desertification (d) livelihood (g) erosion (j) droughts (m) homeland 

(b) change (e) degraded (h) farming (k) nourishment (n) increased 

(c) logging (f) infertile (i) roots (l) exodus (o) topsoil 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3. In your groups, discuss and suggest THREE ways to break the above vicious cycle.  

What can be done at each stage of the cycle above to slow down desertification? 
Write down your suggestions on the other side of this sheet. 

As population (i) _____ _______, the 
need for land to provide for housing 
and (ii)   _________ multiplied.  

 
 

 
 
 

As a result, (ix) ______ and 
deforestation increased. Soil (x) 
______ took place as there were not 
enough plant (xi) ______ to hold 
the fertile (xii) _____ in place 
during the rain. 

 

 
 

Steadily, the land became (xiii) 
______ and plants no longer grew 
there. Temperatures increased 
and worsened climate (xiv) _____. 
Floods and (xv) ______ followed, 
destroying the remaining crops. 

 
 

The old land left behind (iii) _______ 
further, resulting in more and more 
barren and arid lands and man-
made (iv) _______. The refugees 
encroached on other communities’ 
space in their new (v) ________.  

 
 

The resulting loss of food and the 
loss of (vi) _______ and income 
triggered a mass (vii) ______ of 
people to more liveable areas 
near water resources as they tried 
to escape poverty and the lack of 
(viii) _______. 

 
 

 

 


