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Create a Timeline 
An extension of “The man behind Alibaba" 

 

Using a timeline is an easy way to see a sequence of events at a glance. Read “The man 
behind Alibaba” (page 9, What’s Up October 2018) and fill in the timeline below.  
 

Timeline 

 

1 Jack Ma was born on _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _   in Hangzhou. 
 

1964 

     

2 US President Richard Nixon visits _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 1972 

    

 

3 Jack learns English from _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 
 

 
 

   

4 He studies at _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  
 

 
 

   

5 In _ _ _ _, Mr. Ma graduates and starts searching for a job. ________ 

    

 

6 He starts teaching English at a _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 
 

 
 

   

7 Mr Ma sets up a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ company. 
 

 
 

   

8 When he visits the US, a friend shows him the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 1995 

    

 

9 He starts publishing the _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ but did not succeed. 
 

 
 

   

10 Mr Ma asks his _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to invest in Alibaba. 
 

 
 

   

11 He launches Alibaba in the month of _ _ _ _ _.  1999 
 

   

 12 Mr Ma celebrates his _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _   with cans of silly string. 
  

 
 

   

13 Jack Ma will leave Alibaba and let CEO Daniel Zhang take over.  
 


