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Vocab Builder 
An extension of “Growing up with English” 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Read “Growing up with English” (What’s Up Aug 2016, page 21) to locate the 
following phrases. Examine how they are used by the writer. Next, construct your 
own new sentences using them. Have fun! 
 

SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION 
 

 
1 

“equally proficient in” 
My new sentence: 

 

 
2 

“opened the door to” 
My new sentence: 

 

 
3 

“taught me all I needed to know” 
My new sentence: 

 

 
4 

“were foreign to them” 
My new sentence: 

 

 
5 
 

“critical thinking” 
My new sentence: 

 

 
6 

“fostered my development” 
My new sentence: 

 

 
7 

“to be a good fit” 
My new sentence: 

 

 
8 

“a good grasp of” 
My new sentence: 
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